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Is Debt Consolidation Right For You?
The holiday season often brings with it credit card or loan debt that carries 
over well after the gifts have been unwrapped and the decorations put 
away. The holiday season is not the only culprit, however. Maybe it’s an 
unplanned car repair or unexpected medical bills. Whatever the reason 
debt happens, for some, consolidation is the best option to reduce interest 
costs and pay off debt quicker.

Written by Jesica Pacheco

Before applying for a consolidation loan, be sure to compare the 
rates, estimated payment versus your current payments and the 
repayment term. 

You don’t want to end up paying more each month because of a higher rate or risk being behind in your consolidation loan 
payments because the payment is too high for your budget. Consolidating can be a great tool to cut down the amount of 
interest paid and help you pay down debt faster, but it doesn’t fit all situations.
One thing to keep in mind is that your debts with various lenders may be unsecured. When those debts are pooled together to 
consolidate and add up to a higher number, such as 20k or 25k, your financial institution may request additional collateral to 
secure your loan. When your debts are spread out, the amounts are smaller and therefore those lenders don’t need collateral. 
However when put into one large loan amount, the risk is greater for the lender and the additional collateral may be needed.
It’s very important to consolidate to pay off and close those accounts, like credit cards for example, to benefit your financial 
situation. Having a credit card or two with an available balance can be helpful, but keeping those accounts open can be 
detrimental to your financial health if having that zero balance only encourages you to use the account and start to incur debt 
again. If it’s too tempting and you know you won’t be able to pay the balance in full if the card is used, be sure to close it once 
the consolidation loan pays it off.



COMMUNITY CORNER
Pink Out 5K Run
HFS had a fun time at the Pink Out 5K Color Fun Run/Walk event on October 13th. This 
was the first annual event held by KBIG-FM and the American Cancer Society in 
honor of October being Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Our staff and their families 
left the event covered from head to toe in pink and got in a good workout, all to 
help raise awareness and funds for Breast Cancer. With pre-run activities like their 
Beautiful Bra Contest and Zumba warm up, it was a great event for all.

Akamai Living Fair
In October and November HMSA and the County of Hawaii Department of Parks and 
Recreation Elderly Activities Division held an Akamai Living Fair in Hilo and Kona. HFS 
staff had the pleasure of chatting with our elderly community members and other 
supporting businesses and organizations. Our table provided helpful tips for seniors 
with an emphasis on fraud prevention education, including identity theft and senior 
phone scams. Mahalo to HMSA and the County of Hawaii Department of Parks and 
Recreation for hosting the fairs and inviting us.

Lambda Psi Chapter of Delta Sigma Pi
In November the HFS Marketing Department had the opportunity to present to our 
next round of business professionals. They shared both of their experiences as UH Hilo 
College of Business Alumni and their work as Credit Union Marketers. The collegiate 
chapter of the national co-ed business fraternity offers a rigorous program of 
professional development for their members through leadership, philanthropy, 
networking and other business opportunities. Thank you to Lambda Psi for inviting us 
to meet and speak with a diverse group of student leaders.

Hawaii Rise Foundation
In October HFS worked with the Hawaii Rise Foundation to hold three workshops at 
Waiakea High School. The goal of these workshops was to expose Hawaii keiki to all 
things that can better their lives, including financial wellness. Our sessions covered 
the importance of budgeting and the concept of saving through real life money 
management scenarios. HFS continuously strives to reach out to our community and 
provide financial education to adults and keiki alike, we are proud a supporter of the 
non-profit’s educational services and programs. 

Toys for Tots
HFS, along with our members, got to spread a little holiday cheer through Toys for 
Tots. The Credit Union served as a collection drop off at HFS branch locations from 
November 5th through December 12th. Together we were able to collect various toys 
for the less fortunate keiki in our community. Mahalo to everyone who donated and 
supported our Toys for Tots drive!

2019 HFS Scholarship Program 
Do you know a teen that’s getting ready to graduate high school and head off 
to college? HFS Federal Credit Union is now accepting applications for the 2019 
Scholarship Program. We know that college can be a big expense, so this year 
we’re offering seven (7) $2,500 scholarships, for a total of $17,500. Applicants 
must be a current Big Island High School Senior seeking a 2 or 4 year degree at a 
vocational-technical, college, or university in the 2019-2020 year. All applications 
must be turned in at the Credit Union or postmarked no later than February 28, 
2019.

For a full list of qualifications and to download an application,
visit our website at hfsfcu.org/news/2019scholarship. 



2019 Annual Member Event - Grab a Bite
It’s that time of the year again! Our HFS Annual Member Event, Grab a Bite, is 
back for 2019. This year we’ve gathered an amazing group of local food trucks 
and restaurants who will be sharing their delicious culinary creations. 

Tickets will give you entry to our Annual Member Event which includes food 
tastings, prize drawings, entertainment, and a special gift. You must be a 
member of HFS FCU to purchase a ticket at any of our branch locations, while 
supplies last. This is an awesome event that you won’t want to miss!

In addition to the member event, our Annual Business Meeting will be held on 
Friday, February 22, 2019 at the Hilo Branch (632 Kinoole Street), starting at 5:30 
p.m. All members are invited and a ticket is not required to attend.

For any questions, please don’t hesitate to inquire at a branch, give us a call at
(808) 930-1400, or visit our website at hfsfcu.org/news/2019GrabaBite.

Location: Hilo High School 
(556 Waianuenue Ave.) 
Date: February 24, 2019 
Time: 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

$5.00 per ticket
Tickets on sale from 
January 15th - February 8th

On November 4th HFS FCU hosted our 2nd Annual Community Reality Fair 
at ‘Imiloa Astronomy Center’s Moanahoku Hall. The event was open to 
Big Island High School Juniors and Seniors and attracted students from 
various schools island wide, along with 30 HFS FCU staff members and 12 
local business professional volunteers. From the moment students walked 
in the doors, to the time they left, they were engaged and having fun. 

2nd Annual Reality Fair
A Reality Check for Big Island High School Students

The goal for students was to build the lifestyle they wanted, all while staying within 
their monthly budget. This proved difficult for many, and they soon learned that 
they’ll have to make necessary sacrifices to make ends meet. Many students 
chose to make a stop at the housing and transportation booths first and later 
regretted their higher-end choices when they learned they were running short on 
money for food and other household items. Some ended up with “extra” money 
in their account and chose to pay off their debt or even “donate” to a charitable 
organization. 

“I was able to put myself in my parent’s shoes,” said one student,
“[it] opened my eyes with what life is going to throw at us,” said another.

The Reality Fair offered students a real-world simulation of life after high 
school, giving them the opportunity to learn important financial skills that 
will soon become a reality for many of them. Profiles in hand, they were 

transported into the future and given a career, spouse, child and debt with the task of choosing their housing, transportation, 
clothing, food and other personal items.

The great part about the Reality Fair is that they can make mistakes, but in a safe 
environment, so they can learn from them and not repeat them in real life. Throughout 
the financial simulation students were taught how to write checks, keep a register, 
different methods of payment, and more. With positive feedback from both students 
and volunteers, the event proved to be a huge success once again. Mahalo to all 
those who attended and helped make this event a success!

“One student said the activity really helped him because he’s in the process 
of looking for his own apartment, budgeting and figuring out transportation to 
work and school,” stated an HFS volunteer. 

HFS Staff prepares to handout member gifts.

Pirate Kitchen cooks up some fresh baked pizza.

Food tastings prepared by Liquid Life.



Thank you HFS staff for all your hard work!

Milestone Staff Anniversaries

HOURS & LOCATIONS
HILO
632 Kinoole Street
M-F 8:30am-5:00pm
Drive-Up Window
M-F 8:30am-5:00pm
Sat. 8:30am-1:30pm

HONOKA’A
45-3600 Mamane Street
M-F 8:30am-5:00pm

KEA’AU
16-589 Old Volcano Road
Office & Drive-Up Window
M-F 8:30am-5:00pm
Sat. 8:30am-1:30pm

KONA COAST
SHOPPING CENTER
74-5586 Palani Rd.
M-F 9:00am-6:00pm
Sat. 9:00am-1:30pm

PRINCE KUHIO PLAZA
111 E. Puainako Street
M-F 9:00am-6:00pm
Sat. 9:00am-1:30pm

WAIMEA CENTER
65-1158 Mamalahoa Hwy.
M-F 9:00am-6:00pm
Sat. 9:00am-1:30pm

CONTACT US

MAILING ADDRESS
632 Kinoole Street
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

EMAIL ADDRESS
hfs_operations@hfsfcu.org

CALL CENTER
Availble 24/7
(808) 930-1400
(800) 216-2666

AUDIO RESPONSE
(808) 930-1489
1 (877) 930-1489

LOST OR STOLEN
CREDIT CARDS
Toll Free: (844) 546-8218
International: (571) 526-3632

LOST OR STOLEN
DEBIT CARDS & SHARE CARDS
After Hours and Holidays
(855) 251-1788

Federally Insured by NCUA

www.hfsfcu.org
@hfsfcu

/HFSFederalCreditUnion

Elton Yamamoto - 10 Years Kevin Ishii - 35 Years

Simple Eats:
Furikake Ahi Nachos
In celebration of National Nachos Day on November 
6th, one of our staff members made Furikake Ahi 
Nachos that was a total favorite! While ahi is not the 
cheapest menu item, many of us may get it from 
family members or friends who go fishing or you 
could use leftover poke for this recipe too.

Directions:
1. Prepare 3 bowls: (1) with a mixture of panko crumbs 
and furikake (2) mixture of mayo and teriyaki sauce 
(3) egg wash mixture. Measurements based on your 
preference and amount of ahi being made. 

2. Heat a skillet on medium heat with oil of choice 
and dip each piece of ahi in the mayo mixture, then 
egg wash, and lastly the panko and furikake mixture 
before placing in a skillet. Cook for a few minutes on 
each side until golden brown and cooked through.

3. Assemble a layer of chips, followed by cheddar 
cheese, and then add your ahi, cubed or shredded. 
Add a mixture of mayo and teriyaki sauce on top 
for some extra flavor and feel free to add any other 
toppings you enjoy!

Ingredients:
- Ahi, cut into 1-2 inch cubes
- Panko Bread Crumbs
- Furikake
 - Mayonnaise
- Teriyaki Sauce
- Eggs
- Cooking Oil
 - Tortilla Chips
- Shredded Cheddar Cheese
- Other Toppings of your choice

For more Simple Eats Recipes, check 
out the HFS blog at hfsfcu.org/blog 
or find them in your Monthly Recap 
Emails.

ICU Day - Giveaway Winners
Congratulations to our International Credit Union Day Giveaway winners, 
Marisol and Ryan (not pictured). Both Marisol and Ryan received a Yeti 
Prize pack, consisting of a Yeti tumbler and gift cards to both Starbucks 
and Jamba Juice. Mahalo to everyone who participated in this drawing 
and stay tuned for more contests in 2019.

Junior Achievement: United Youth
This year HFS Federal Credit Union sponsored United Youth, a 
Junior Achievement Mini Company, in their efforts to bring unique 
products to the Hilo community. The company consists of young, 
motivated high school students from Waiakea, Kea’au, Saint Joseph, 
and Kamehameha Schools. The students set up a booth at the 
Craft Fair held at Prince Kuhio Plaza on November 23rd and 24th, with 
their products being a big hit amongst the Black Friday shoppers. 
United Youth offered two unique products priced at $7.00: (1) locally 
sourced succulents with its own watering kit, and (2) metal cuff 
bracelets featuring pendants made of natural quartz. 

“Our goal is to create quality 
products for our customers at 
competitive prices,” says Daniel 
Briski, Vice President of Public 
Relations.

During the program, students learned valuable business skills, 
including practical life skills like teamwork and budgeting. 
Awesome job, United Youth! 


